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"Listening is fundamentally about being in relationship to another
and through the relationship supporting change or transformation” (schultz, 2003, p.9).

Listening involves more than hearing; it requires attending to
* words, gestures, objects

* actions, routines & rhythms

* silences & silencing

* individuals, groups & the cultural-historical social context

Listening implies entering with

* knowledge & a clear sense of limitations

 questions as well as answers

 understand one’s own cultural lens, assumptions, & biased judgments

Listening evokes

* interaction

* responsive action (Freire, 1973)
 opportunity for transformation
* paying attention to difference




Listening across Difference

We live in a global-information
access context.

We live with increased diversity &
widening resource gaps between
people.

We often pair difference & value; risk
experiencing difference as exotic or
deficiency.

We are called as Christians to be part

of a diverse kingdom (i Cor. 12 — One body;

many parts; Eph. 4:11-13 & Romans 12:3-8 - diverse

gifts of the spirit; Rev. 7:9-12- every tribe, language,
people, nation)

(Schultz, 2003, p. 12).



Millennials What do we know about our students?

Information

Problem-Solving
Self-Perception of Difference
Resilience

Diverse

Range of experiences

Social contexts

Ways of making sense of the
world

Passion for Arts & Justice

Privilege




The Context

Calvin College Students (2" year)
Artist Collaborative Cohort

The Courses (3)

How does a Christian artist...
* See injustice,
* Respond to injustice,

* Bring hope into injustice?
Multi-Sensory Listening
across difference




How does a different place stretch us and help us see our own place differently?

What can we accomplish in 3 weeks?

How does Indonesia’s rich culture of arts & diversity inform our learning?

What can we learn by going to a place where Christians are in the minority?

What practices bring growth in the arts, collaboration, leadership & justice?
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Arts-based Exploratory Research Frame



Exploratory Arts-Based Research

Arts - a creative palette for engaging in reconciliation work (Rachel Smith, 2014).

Exploratory Sites - understand naturally contextualized situations or ideas and
often from varied perspectives (Lambert, 2012).

Open, yet Structured Format - intertextual (multiple texts), multimodal (words,
images, music, movement), & recursive inquiry cycles for the creative pursuit of
truth in the dynamic context of issues (Leavy, 2009).

Encourages Dispositions: (1) emancipatory — see & change unjust or limiting
structures; (2) critical - power dynamics & possibilities through arts to reposition
voice; (3) practical - actions and structures affecting practice are examined,
critiqued, addressed, & possibly changed; (4) reflexive - shaping participant
researchers’ own beliefs, thinking, and practices through a process of

collaborative reflection and activity (Creswell, 2012; Kemmis & McTaggart, 2005; Schon,
1983).




Arts: Insight into Culture & Cultural Messages (Creative Palette)




- understand naturally contextualized

situations or ideas from varied perspectives




contested
historical
domination,

developing
education &
economies,

cultural
differences




Open, yet Structured Format:

Exploratory Arts-Based Research Phases for Listening-Learning
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CREATE Groups & Student Leaders

Arts-based

Exploratory Interviews & Informal Conversations
Data Collection

Reflection
Representation

Multi-Media Field Notes

Readings & Joumals




Representation

Reflection:

Analysis &
Interpretation

e




CHNEIIEN
‘ledinoeud ‘jeannu) ‘Aioledipuewy
:suollisodsiq

-
RS,
4

O

O

n

)
4

O

-

O

) -

O
4

(V)
e
4

C
RS,
4+

O

) -
O

O

X
LL]




“listening-learning” structures:

Arts-based CREATE Group Reflection & Projects
Exploratory
Research Interviews & Informal Conversations
Frame 5
Multi-Media Field Notes ata
Sources

Journals



listening with and to each other

CREATE groups: Collaborative Accountability

ollaborative esearchers ngaged
in rts-based ruth xploration

How does an artist see injustice,
respond to injustice, bring hope to
injustice?






