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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• What distinguishes a Christian worker in the 21st century?
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• Information society - knowledge society
• The knowledge is in the network
• or: The network is the knowledge
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 21st century Skills
• Most often mentioned 21st-century skills:
• … collaboration
• … creativity
• … ICT-literacy
• … communication
• … problem-solving
• … critical thinking
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 21st Century Skills
• Sponsors: Lego, Walt Disney, Ford …
• … Apple, Intel, Fisher-Price, Crayola …
• … strong commercial interest
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• 21st Century Skills
• Sponsors: Lego, Walt Disney, Ford …
• … Apple, Intel, Fisher-Price, Crayola …
• … strong commercial interest
• … key drivers: success, economic growth, prosperity
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 21st Century Skills
• Sponsors: Lego, Walt Disney, Ford …
• … Apple, Intel, Fisher-Price, Crayola …
• … strong commercial interest
• … key drivers: success, economic growth, prosperity
• … however, the downside of media use is not taken into account
• Results?
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• What distinguishes a 21st century Christian student, worker, teacher?
• Media Attitude Model
• Four aspects of attitude formation
• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• 2 Servant you are helpful
• 3 Student you are concentrated
• 4 Citizen you are in balance
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• 2 Servant you are helpful
• 3 Student you are concentrated
• 4 Citizen you are in balance
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• Knowledge society 
• … not: ‘global village’ but: ‘information desert’
• Knowledge workers need:
• … orientation
• … perspective
• … moral compass
• … sense of direction
• … team spirit 
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‘Nascent personality’
autonomous moral choices in 
heteronomous reality



Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• Pilgrims are not:
• … tourists
• … guests
• … ‘lone rangers’
• Pilgrims are underway towards ‘the City to come’
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• Pilgrims should achieve the competence to:
• … be devote, practicing and ethical Christians
• … be resistant to secular and atheist influences from media
• … be discerning towards entertainment and modern culture
• … be aware of a non-material spiritual world that influences our 
society
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• Pilgrims should achieve the competence to:
• … be temperate towards media use
• … be discerning in regards to spending money and extravagance
• … be resistant to the time-consuming nature of media
• … possess and retain one’s self-control
• … take responsibility for one’s own acts 
• … be patient and repress impulsiveness
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era
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• 1 Pilgrim Media Attitude
• moderation, temperance, self-control, impulse control, willpower
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim Media Attitude
• moderation, temperance
• self-control, impulse control, will power
• heteronomous morality
• integrity, honesty
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim Media Attitude
• moderation, temperance
• self-control, impulse control, will power
• heteronomous morality
• integrity, honesty
• transparency, accountability
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• 2 Servant you are helpful
• 3 Student you are concentrated
• 4 Citizen you are in balance
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• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• 2 Servant you are helpful
• 3 Student you are concentrated
• 4 Citizen you are in balance
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• 2 Servant you are helpful
• Knowledge society:
• … not uniting but dissociating
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• 2 Servant you are helpful
• Knowledge society:
• … not uniting but disrupting
• Knowlegde workers need:
• … team spirit
• … altruism
• … to be pro-social
• … compassion
• … loyalty
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‘Nascent personality’
love and servitude
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 2 Servant you are helpful
• Servants should achieve the competence to:
• … be generous and selfless
• … be helpful and of service
• … accept responsibility for the collective
• … be empathic, sensitive and pro-social
• … be resistant to peer pressure, competitiveness and rivalry
• … develop and maintain relationships
• … participate in one’s community 
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 2 Servant Media Attitude
• invest in: personal relationships, cooperation
• reduce: distance learning, personalized learning pathways
• reserved with respect to: robot teachers
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• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• 2 Servant you are helpful
• 3 Student you are concentrated
• 4 Citizen you are in balance
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• 3 Student you are concentrated
• Knowledge society:
• … always online, hyperconnected
• … full of stimuli
• … multitasking
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• 3 Student you are concentrated
• Knowledge workers need:
• … concentration
• … slow education
• … attention
• … contemplation
• … thoroughness

weeswijsmetmedia.nl

‘Nascent personality’
lifelong learning
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 3 Student you are concentrated
• Students should achieve the competence to:
• … focus on a single task without distraction
• … be exercised in profound and slow reading
• … contemplate, meditate and reflect on texts
• … think linearly, consistently and in a straightforward manner
• … be verbally oriented
• … be discerning regarding the credibility and authority of sources
• … be rational and well-reasoned in presenting arguments and cases
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 3 Student Media Attitude
• single-tasking, concentration
• verbally oriented
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• 3 Student Media Attitude
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 3 Student Media Attitude



Mediawijsheid in een kennissamenleving

• 3 Leerling jij bij de les
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
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• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• 2 Servant you are helpful
• 3 Student you are concentrated
• 4 Citizen you are in balance
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• 4 Citizen you are in balance
• Knowledge society:
• … disrupting
• … fragmentary
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• 4 Citizen you are in balance
• Knowledge society:
• … disrupting
• … fragmentary
• Knowledge workers need:
• … organisation
• … responsibility
• … coherence
• … holism
• … faith
weeswijsmetmedia.nl

Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

‘Nascent personality’
aware of spiritual world





Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 4 Citizen you are in balance
• Citizens should achieve the competence to:
• … be methodical, structured, and analytical in thinking and working
• … understand and respect hierarchy
• … be balanced, and to be immune to stress
• … be flexible and compliant
• … accept responsibility for tasks in teamwork
• … see relevance of contexts and histories of events
• … be aware that reality is not fragmented but coherent and 
multidimensional
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 4 Citizen Media Attitude
• holism,  general knowledge
• methodical, analytical, well-structured
• moral, devote and faithful
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Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era

• 1 Pilgrim you are traveling
• 2 Servant you are helpful
• 3 Student you are concentrated
• 4 Citizen you are in balance
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• Model is currently being implemented in schools

Responsible Media Use in a Technological Era
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